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We
Sri Lankans

fought for Survival
When Threatened by the Most Ruthless Terrorist Outfit in the World

which Kidnapped Children and Produced Human Bombs

We Sri Lankans
fought to protect

the people, Sovereignty and Territorial integrity
While Respecting Mutual Interests and Mutual Sensitivities

And Maintained Neutrality by advocating
Indian Ocean Peace Zone

Join Us

To Develop Our Nation
Together



D issemination of fabricated stories about Sri Lanka is a regular occurrence which 
continues to cause irreparable damage. Consequently, the reputation of the 
country and its law-abiding citizens are being hampered by the various parties 

engaging in heinous acts with vested interests. Some have propagated a series of 
inaccurate news based solely on biased sources regarding the war against the LTTE. Sri 
Lanka launched defensive operations to save its people from the clutches of terrorists, 
the LTTE who ruthlessly engaged in ethnic cleansing, mass slaughter. This is the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

 Throughout its history, Sri Lanka has stood for peace and unity by defending 
and promoting pluralism. Sri Lanka was one of the first nations to declare their maritime 
territory a peace zone. What Sri Lanka truly needs today is not interference in her 
domestic affairs, but regional and global cooperation to recognize the potential and 
unstinted support for national development while respecting mutual sensitivities. 

As President Gotabaya Rajapaksa quite rightly pointed out in one of his national 
addresses, it is vital to reiterate the importance of the United Nations Charter which 
enshrines the protection of sovereignty, territorial integrity of States and non-interference 
in their domestic affairs.

 Sri Lanka is currently going through a crucial period of social transformation. Sri 
Lanka has been able to effectively manage the global COVID-19 pandemic, which has 
affected the world over in a way no other crisis or war has.  

The country, without hesitation, implemented steps to repatriate large numbers 
of Sri Lankans from various countries to ensure their right to life. As a small nation, Sri 
Lanka has made great sacrifices to save Sri Lankans from this catastrophe while citizens 
in the world’s major powers were dying on the streets. Unfortunately, many are reluctant 
to speak well of this humanitarian mission. This may be due to the hesitance of some 
states and organizations to recognise the success of small nation-state such as Sri Lanka. 
History has told us some of the countries and organizations schemed to continue social 
instability in this country, so then it will make their pathway to interfere the internal 
affairs.  

 Every citizen of this country and anyone with a connection with this island 
has primary responsibility. That is, to ensure that there is no recurrence of any kind of 
social instability in this country.. We as a democratic nation have maintained different 
political views and beliefs. But we all belong to one motherland and we owe it to the 
next generation to leave behind a legacy that is respected and a future that is bright. 

In recognizing the global trends to overcome the prevailing challenges, we 
need to equip our people with skills and empower them with global marketing values. 
A national program required for this national endeavour is already being implemented. 
The important thing is that as the late President of the United States once challenged, 
“Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.” 

That is what we call, individual responsibility. When the country has more such 
responsible people it is easier to achieve national goals as it requires collectiveness. 
When an honest leader who thinks about the future of his country comes to power, the 
people of the country should forget the narrow political interests and instead rally for the 
common national good. This is why the current social transformative period Sri Lanka 
is going through is crucial. Let’s act before it’s too late. Let’s tell the world, Yes We Can!  

Editorial

LET’S TELL THE WORLD, 
YES WE CAN!
Help our nation to develop by accepting, recognizing, and respecting the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the country without interference in domestic affairs
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Development is not merely about statistics 
provided by different institutions based on 
ratio of total population. Real development is 

about providing people with the services they need 
to make their livelihoods dignified and easier without 
obstacles. Unfortunately, most of the leaders who 
administered this country carried out development 
activities prioritizing their constituencies. Although 
they were able to maintain their parliamentary seats, 
their efforts derailed the national development 
of the country. Consequently, there are still many 
isolated villages in the country that have not caught 
the eye of policymakers or competent authorities.  
Most of the people living in these rural areas are 
unable to meet their basic needs due to inadequacy 
or inaccessibility of resources. The continuity of 
education, access to healthcare services, a roof over 
their heads or food on their table remain luxuries. 

Unfortunately much of the development 
programmers introduced to address these issues in 
the country were limited to rhetoric. Consequently, 
social disorder and inequality deepened.  The 
people of the country eagerly awaited the arrival 
of a new leader to redesign and reengineer this 
social complexity. As the result majority of the voters 
casted their votes for the type of leader who has 
proven his vision and willpower to overhaul the 
deteriorated administrative system. The end of 2019 
saw a paradigm shift. 

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa is a leader 
who challenged this traditional and divided political 
culture. What matters to him is not rhetoric but 
constructive approach with pragmatic solutions to 
serious social and economic challenges. He is well 
aware that rhetoric can easily spiral into deception 
and dissimulation. As a national leader, President 

Gotabaya Rajapaksa dreams of actualizing a 
citizenry with caliber to meet the commercial and 
marketing trends and values of today’s competitive 
fast forwarding society. The future of a country is 
brightened by creating an environment in which the 
citizen of the country can deepen their knowledge 
in order to meet the prevailing social and economic 
challenges. The President works around the clock to 
accomplish this very mission.  

 
The President is giving voice to the voiceless 

by walking to villages that was abandoned by 
traditional politicians for generations. President 
Rajapaksa is visiting these forgotten rural areas 
to listen to the peasants on how to build the 
environment to overcome challenges. This is 
a novelty for people in these areas. Named as 
the “Discussion with the Village” (Gama Samaga 
Pilisandara) is one of most notable Presidential 
initiatives. The idea behind this initiative is for the 
President to talk to the rural community folk living 
in these areas without intermediaries of their 
longstanding problems and to present them directly 
to officials to seek solutions. 

As a leader, the President seeks immediate 
solutions to real issues that plagues the country, 
should be commended for his undivided attention 
to people who have been sidelined and silenced 
for years. This photo essay demonstrates how 
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s visit to Uhana in 
the Amapara District, Imbulpe in Ratnapura District 
and Kebithigollawa in Anuradhapura District helped 
address longstanding concerns and issues in mere 
minutes. If the leader, we believe, is committed 
to listening to the heartbeat of the citizen of his 
country that is true humanity. 
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Uhana, Lathugala

Distract: Amapara

Divisional Secretariat: Uhana

Grama Niladhari Division: Lathugala

Population composition:  948
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Overview 

The distance from Uhana town to 
Lathugala village is around 16 km and the road 
from Adal Oya to Bokkabedda School needs to 
be repaired. The main road from Bokkabedda to 
Lathugala village is currently being constructed. 
The other by-roads in the village are dilapidated 
with gravel without any improvement. 

 Due to the lack of adequate water 
supply, the people in the village cultivate chenas 
which is their main income source, only once 
a year. The President focused on facilitating 
the development projects in public health, 
education, transport, food, and agriculture in 
the area. There is only one primary school for 
the children of this village to get an education. 
For higher education, one has to travel around 
17 km to Uhana National School. Therefore, the 
President instructed to take the necessary steps 
to upgrade the existing Primary School into a 
Maha Vidyalaya.

 

New Projects initiated 
by the President 

 
The President focused on short-term 

and long-term development programs to 
systematically address the deep social problems 
in the area. Accordingly, instructed to implement 
the following development projects.

 
• Construction of a new sports ground
• Construction of a new building for 

conducting maternity and pediatric 
clinics

• Providing new employment 
opportunities for low-income 
families through the employment 
support scheme implemented by the 
government

• Construction of electric fence to protect 
the farmlands in the area from wild 
animals

• Renovation of Hindagala tank, the main 
water source of the village

• Establishment of a new irrigation project 
to improve the efficiency of chena 
farming

• Upgrading Lathugala Primary School as 
a Maha Vidyalaya
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Kebithigollewa, Kanugahawewa

Distract: Anuradhapura

Divisional Secretariat: Kebithigollewa

Grama Niladhari Division: Kanugahawewa

Population composition:  1125
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Overview

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa during his visit to this 
village instructed officials not to disturb the daily cultivation 
activities of the people who make a living from agriculture 
since the Government’s policy is to develop agriculture on a 
priority basis. President Rajapaksa gave this directive during 
his visit to Kanugahawewa in Kebithigollewa (73 Km away 
from Anuradhapura) to participate in the “Discussion with 
the Village” programme. Paddy and Chena cultivation is the 
main source of livelihood of the people in this area. 

It was pointed out that loss of traditional habitat as 
a result of displacement due to the conflict is a major issue. 
Therefore, the farming lands have become residual forests. 
The President was told that marking such lands as reserves 
by the Wildlife and Forest Conservation Departments during 
their surveys makes it very hard for the people to cultivate.

It was thus decided to hand over the lands identified 
as residual forests when marking reserves according to the 
Google map after 2012 back to the people for cultivation 
purposes immediately.

Residents of these villages had to live in welfare 
camps from 1995 to 1998 and from 2006 to 2008 due 
to terrorist activities. They still face a number of serious 
economic and social issues. The poverty ratio in the village 
stands at 54% of the total population. LTTE terrorists 
frequently attacked Kebithigollewa during the conflict. 
Nearly 70 unarmed villagers incuding children and women 

from Kanugahawewa and the vicinity were brutally killed by 
LTTE in 2006.

New Projects initiated by the President 
 
The President focused on short-term and long-term 

development programs to systematically address the serious 
social and economic problems in the area. Accordingly, 
instructed to implement the following development 
projects.

• Renovation of existing tanks needed for farming 
was one of the villagers’ main demands and 21 
tanks would be rehabilitated speedily.

• Provide medical and nursing facilities for the 
Kebithigollewa Base Hospital and the Wahalkada 
Rural Hospital.

• Introduced the ‘ Smart Classroom’ equipped with 
computers donated by Sri Lanka Telecom (SLT) and 
Mobitel to the Kodigahawewa Primary School.

• Provide solutions for the teacher shortage as well as 
other requirements at the Kanugahawewa Primary 
School, Halmillawetiya and Kebithigollewa schools.

• Development of grasslands for the dairy farming 
industry. Instructions were given to officials to allow 
the owners of dairy cattle to release their cows for 
grazing in the surrounding areas of forest reserves.
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Imbulpe, Rawanakanda

Distract: Rathnapura

Divisional Secretariat: Imbulpe

Grama Niladhari Division: Rawanakanda

Population composition:  948
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Overview 

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa instructed 
officials not to hinder the activities and traditional 
ways of life of villagers who enter forests for 
legitimate purposes such as tapping Kithul trees. 
President Rajapaksa gave this directive during a 
visit on last December to the Ravanakanda village 
in the Imbulpe Divisional Secretariat Division 
in Balangoda under the “Conversation with the 
Village” programme (Gama Samaga Pilisandarak). 
The President was responding to villages who 
drew his attention the problems faced by Kithul 
tappers. The President gave specific instructions 
to the Police and Wildlife and Forest Conservation 
Department officials to ensure that these Kithul 
tappers can carry out their livelihood without any 
obstruction.

 
New Projects initiated by  
the President 

 
The President focused on short-term 

and long-term development programs to 
systematically address the deep social problems 
in the area. Accordingly, instructed to implement 
the following development projects.

• Instructed officials to refrain from taking 
legal action in an arbitrary manner 
against villagers

• Construction of bridges across Ura 
Oya and Imo Oya enabling the tea 
smallholders to transport their produce 
to the factories

• Construction of a tea processing centre 
• Officials were ordered to resolve the 

land issues faced by the villages at this 
meeting

• Launched an infrastructure 
development programme targeting 
schools and several rural hospitals in the 
area

• Instructed officials concerned to 
recruit the Tamil medium teachers for 
Advanced Level classes soon

• Construction of a vocational training 
institute for the youth 

• Inaugurated a smart classroom with 
Internet facilities at the Thorawelkanda 
Vidyalaya
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OCEAN IS 
OUR FUTURE
Exclusive Interview with 
Admiral Professor Jayanath Colombage 
Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

“India is a major power bloc 
and their strategic consideration 
is not limited to the immediate 
neighborhood. They are a global 
power house. Historically there were 
misunderstandings  between India 
and Sri Lanka from time to time. We 
suffered for 30 years because we upset 
India, or India perceived that we upset 
them,” Admiral Professor Jayanath 
Colombage to the Lanka Courier in 
an exclusive interview with Nilantha 
Ilangamuwa. 

As the secretary, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, he assumed duties in 
August, 2020. Admiral Colombage 
was previously Additional Secretary to 
the President Gotabaya Rajapaksa for 
Foreign Relations since December 2019. 
In addition, he is presently serving as 
the Director General of the Institute of 
National Security Studies, Sri Lanka. 
Admiral Colombage has served the Sri 
Lanka Navy for a period of 36 years 
and retired as the Commander of the 
Navy on 1st July 2014. He was the 18th 

Commander of the Sri Lanka Navy and 
was and commended for exceptional 
service to the Navy.

Upon retirement from the 
Navy, Admiral Colombage served as the 
Director for Indo-Sri Lanka Initiatives

and Law of the Sea Centers at 
the Pathfinder Foundation, which is a 
premier think-tank and research centre, 
based in Colombo. He has represented 
the Pathfinder Foundation and Sri 
Lanka in many bi-lateral, regional and 
international fora, presenting papers, 
participating in panel discussions and 
chairing sessions on international 
politics, strategic and maritime security 
related fields.

Admiral Colombage has 
been a guest lecturer in universities 
and training institutes in Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh, China, India, Japan 
and Pakistan. He was also an 
editor and reviewer of a number of 
internationally renowned academic 
journals. Foreign Secretary Admiral 
Colombage holds a PhD from General 
Sir John Kotalawela University, Master 
of Science in Defence and Strategic 
Studies from Madras University and 
Master of Arts in International Studies 
from Kings College, London. His PhD 
thesis “Asymmetric Warfare at Sea; the 
case of Sri Lanka” has been published 
by Lambert Academic Publishing in 
Germany. He is also a fellow of Nautical 
Institute of London.

Excerpts of the Interview;

Admiral Professor Jayanath Colombage (Photo by Dumindu Handagama)

January 2021  13



Q. There is ample data to 
suggest that thousands of 
Sri Lanka nationals have 
been repatriated to Sri 
Lanka to-date, however 
there is also much criticism 
leveled against this 
repatriation process. How 
do you respond to this 
criticism?

A. The government’s priority 
is to repatriate as many Sri 
Lankan students, temporary 
visa holders and workers 
from different parts of the 
world back to Sri Lanka. As 
off this month, we have 
brought down nearly 70 000 
Sri Lankans from over 137 
countries. When we initiated 
this repatriation process we 
were able to bring down 44 
000 Sri Lankans, but as time 
went on, students finished 
their higher education early, 
others lost their jobs, and 
some could no longer extend 
their visas beyond a certain 
period so they had to be 

repatriated. 
We encouraged 

nationals to consider the 
government quarantine 
which is free, particularly for 
workers from the Middle East. 
However when the country is 
trying to contain its home-
made cluster such as the 
Minuwangoda, Peliyagoda, 

prison, Navy clusters then 
our quarantine space fills up 
quickly and it is difficult for 
us to accommodate more 
individuals.  

By December last 
year, 12500 Sri Lankans were 
repatriated. Even though the 
government quarantine is 
free, many of the returnees 
wanted to stay with more 

comfort and were willing to 
spend money. 

This part of the 
process was handled by the 
army and on the request of 
the returnees we arranged 
flights and transportation 
to hotels. The hotels which 
were converted to quarantine 
centres charged a fee of 

Rs.7500 as they needed to be 
maintained and disinfected 
frequently. 

It is worthy of 
mention that most of the 
government-run quarantine 
centers are in the Eastern and 
Northern part of the country, 
and if there were only few 
individuals who need to be 
housed at the centre and 

a few more at hotels, we 
couldn’t arrange separate 
transportation. 

Hence we suggested 
to those who wished to go to 
the hotels to proceed directly.  

However there were 
instances when people who 
initially wanted to go to the 
government quarantine 

centres changed their mind 
upon landing here. 

But at which point we 
had not arranged separate 
transport and were not in a 
position to transport them 
to different centres. People 
began to criticize the army, 
the airport authorities, and 
the government for the 
delays. 

Our foremost policy is collaboration with 
international community such as Human Rights 
Council with mutual respect and mutual sensitivity 

Sri Lanka Maritime hub in Asia
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Similarly if several 
planes landed within 
a certain time period, 
conducting PCR tests took 
time. This process has been a 
learning curve for us as well, 
when the public voice their 
complaints we do not dismiss 
it, we discuss it and find 
solutions. 

Q. Statistics shows the 
government prioritized 
repatriation of workers 
from the Middle East 
countries. But people who 
are criticizing it are saying 
the governments gave 
preferential treatment 
to returnees from other 
countries. 

A. If you look at it as a figure, 
the Middle East accounts 
for nearly 29 000 out of 70 
000 that we had repatriated. 
Unfortunately these 
individuals are not engaged 
in the high paid jobs, they are 
in the unskilled sector and 
we understand that this is 
the vulnerable community. In 
fact we have been catering 
to them more than any other 
country. That doesn’t mean 
we must prevent someone 
else coming from Australia 
or other countries. What we 
are trying to do is balance the 
requirement with the number 
of people we can cater to per 
day. During this period when 
some are already here and 
comfortable, others who are 
anxiously waiting to return 
level accusations. 

Q. You are an expert on 
maritime and you have 
contributed immensely 
to the Navy during your 
tenure, however you now 
oversee Sri Lanka’s foreign 
policy, how do you manage 
this transition?

A. The answer is simple. 

The international maritime 
domain is directly linked 
to the foreign policy of 
a country. If you look at 
Sri Lanka, it is even more 
apparent since we are 
surrounded by an ocean. If 
you look back in history, we 
had interaction across the 
seas.  We received Buddhism 

from emperor Ashoka, he 
was Chanda Ashoka when 
we became a follower of 
Buddha. Although Buddhism 
went all the way to Japan, the 
emperor only sent his son 
and daughter to Sri Lanka, 
they brought with them the 
sacred Bo tree and Dhamma. 

This implies that 
we have been garnering 
international connections 
across the ocean. If you 
look at trade, we were the 
emporium on the ancient silk 
route. Merchants from the 
Arab Persian transverse from 
here and so did the Chinese 
along the spice silk route. 

Fast track to 2021, if 
we consider the Indian Ocean 
or Asia, there is a emphais 
on the Indian Ocean. In the 
Indian Ocean Sri Lanka is at 
the centre if you look at the 
distance from the East coast 
or if you take from Singapore 
to Dubai we are still at the 

centre. As it is, ocean is the 
key word in world affairs and 
Sri Lanka is an Island nation 
located in the key ocean in 
the 21st century. 

Therefore ocean 
and international relations 
are highly co-related and 
more so for the geo-strategic 
location. 

Q. As an expert you may 
have an understanding of 
this subject but do you think 
the common man does and 
if not what can be done 
about it?

A.  There is a thing called 
maritime blindness or ocean 
blindness, because unless we 
come to the coastal areas we 
don’t see the ocean. So if you 
were somewhere in Kandy 
you don’t see the ocean. 

Even when we come 
to the beach we only see 
an extent of 10 kilometers 
up to the horizon. We don’t 
know what is happening 
beyond that neither do we 
know what is happening 
underneath the water 
column. We don’t see 
what is happening above 
the water column, this is 
called maritime blindness. 
This is not only limited to 
people, but for political 
leaders, decision makers, 
most are maritime blind. 
We don’t know the sea or 
understand it and hence do 
not understand the potential 
in the sea. 

Prior to the arrival 
of colonial powers to Sri 
Lanka, we were building 
ships, we were engaged 
in trade. We sent a fleet to 

Real time data shows our commitments 
for reparations of our men and women abroad  
 

(Photo by Dumindu Handagama)
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Myanmar to bring down 
Elephants to settle a trade 
dispute. We have engaged 
in sea trade but we lost the 
maritime affinity when the 
Europeans came and ruled 
our country for a long period. 
The Europeans became the 
maritime people and we 
were relegated to fishing. 72 
years later, and we still have 
not overcome this isolation. 

The first time I saw 
a strategy from a leader 
who was conscious of the 
importance of maritime 
was through the Mahinda 
Chinthana in 2010 where 
the five hub concepts was 
mooted of which maritime 
hub was one. 

When I was the then 
commander, the current 
president was the Defense 
Secretary and he told me that 
I had to steer the martime 
hub concept. I began doing it 
through maritime legislation, 
in maritime best practices, 
buying ships and so on. 

In 2014 the Ceylon 
Shipping Corporation was a 
corporation without a single 
ship but in 2013 under the 
then government we had 
two ships. Unfortunately 
after the government 
change in 2015 there was 
a lot of criticisms and the 
government wanted to 
sell them. But these two 
ships are special because 
they are made for training 
purposes too. We have a deck 
separately to accommodate 
trainees and rarely in the 
world do you find these kinds 
of ships. 26 trainees per ship, 
these are the individuals 
who will go on to become 
engineers and navigators 
in 10 years time, each of 
them will be earning at least 
USD 10 000 per month. 
This training is critically 
important and it was part of 
the maritime hub concept. 

The Hambantota port and 
development of the Colombo 
harbor is our future. 

Q.  Do we have a strategic 
plan to educate people of 
this country to overcome 
this maritime blindness?

A. The Navy and the shipping 
ministry has a lot of work 
to do. Except for a very 
few not many understand 
the potential. I have seen a 
greater understanding of the 

importance of the maritime 
hub in our current president. 
He says the Navy should have 
more capabilities to guard 
and patrol our ocean because 
a threat to country by sea 
must be overcome across the 
ocean. 

Q. You mentioned that we 
must have a steady national 
policy without falling prey 
to political ideologies. Yet 
is there a risk in losing this 
limited area if we are not 
using it?

A. Sri Lanka has a 200 
nautical miles as a exclusive 
economic zone but now 
because of the delimitation 
of the continental shelf we 
can go up to 300 nautical 
miles and beyond. 

We are presently 
making preparations to claim 
it. It will be 26 times the 
land area. The Foreign Affairs 
ministry is playing a key role, 
we have submitted our claim 
and are making mathematical 
calculations.

It does not mean we 
have to use it but we need 
to have it. We must also 
prevent anyone else using 
it. That is why the President 
is keen to see that the Navy 
is empowered and there 
are more ships to perform 
that role. Potential must be 
huge, hydrocarbons, sea bed 
minerals must be plenty, 
energy from the ocean, 
marine life and aquatic 
species. The potential is huge 
and we don’t even know it. 

That’s why I keep saying the 
ocean is our future. 

Q. When we speak of our 
foreign policy, almost 
everyone says it is based on 
non-alliance. Are we going 
to change this? Non-aligned 
movement is non-existent 
which goes to show that is 
not as successful as it was 
once thought out to be.

A.  In our foreign policy we 
are launching a 20-point 
Foreign Policy for 2020 
and Beyond and in that 
the ocean, is an important 
area. Technically we are a 
non-aligned country. The 
non-aligned movement was 
created immediately after 
World War II when there was 
two clearly identified power 
blocs. Many of the other 
countries decided not to take 
a side. We did our part.

Although the Non-
aligned movement is no 
longer there the relevance 
of it is questionable because 
there are no such identifiable 

power blocs, there is one big 
bloc and few emerging blocs. 
If I am to name, USA is the 
most powerful economy and 
military, but China is catching 
up fast, India is developing so 
is the EU. 

In that sense NAM 
is losing its relevance. But 
as you mentioned that is 
not going to serve us. The 
president in his inaugural 
speech and in the national 
policy framework mentioned 
that Sri Lanka wishes to be 
a neutral country.  We don’t 
want to be caught in the 
power game, hedge or even 
balance the powers.

We call the strategic 
autonomy. This is so we can 
make decisions on our own 
without bandwagoning with 
any power bloc. It is vital that 
we have an Indian centric 
strategy for security. We are 
so close to India, only 12 
nautical miles across the Palk 
Straits and we are part of the 
Indian maritime as well as air 
security. 

We cannot do 
anything to harm the 
strategic considerations of 
India. India is the biggest 
military power in the region. 
We cannot under-estimate 
geography, population or 
their economy. We don’t 
want to be a strategic 
security concern to India. In 
simple terms it means that 
we will not allow our country 
or our ocean to be used 
against India. 

That said, we need to 
maintain economic ties with 
other countries, right now 
our main partner is China and 
we have to work with them. 
They are the workshop of the 
world. At a time when we 
want more trade the majority 
of it is coming from China. 
It is how we balance the 
strategic security concerns of 
India and our own interests 

Certain legislation offered by 
neighbouring nations have proven 
to be a failure
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in developing our country 
economically by working 
with other countries. America 
and EU remains our main 
export market. That is why 
we ask, not to mix security 
with trade. Let trade be trade. 
Don’t securitize maritime 
trade. 

Q. Do you think India 
understands this reality? 

A. India is a major power 
bloc and their strategic 
consideration is not 
limited to the immediate 
neighborhood. They are 
a global power house. 
Historically there were 
misunderstandings between 
us and India from time to 
time. We suffered for 30 years 
because we upset India, or 
India perceived that we upset 
them. 

We were simply 

trying to develop our 
country. We were trying to 
embrace the free market 
economy. Towards the end 
of the war from 2006 to 
2009, relations between 
India and Sri Lanka were at 
an all time high. But then the 
war ended there were some 
misunderstandings during 
the latter part of 2015 when 
India perceived that China 
was playing a bigger role in 
Sri Lanka. 

After 2015 there 
was a regime change and 
many blamed India for that. 
But after 2015 India became 
further agitated because 
what they expected did not 
materialize. Then I believe 
they remained neutral in 
2019 and 2020 by playing a 
neutral role. 

I think India 
understand us better than 
they used to do. I think there 

is a lot of mutual respect 
between the two leaders, 
two foreign ministers, two 
national security advisors. 
That is why the situation is 
much better and we should 
not upset them. We have to 
start trading with them. 

Q. What do you make of the 
13th Amendment?

A. As far as I know the 13th 
Amendment was signed in 
1983, 33 years ago. From the 
13th Amendment came the 
provincial councils and chief 
ministers were appointed. 
There were two clear 
objectives, one was to stop 
violence and the second was 
to develop the North and 
Eastern region as they were 
lagging behind.

33 years later, 
neither of these objectives 
was achieved. It led to war, 

bloodshed. Development 
did not materialize through 
the provincial councils. 
Development only happened 
because the government 
created specific programs for 
the development of those 
areas. As far as I know even 
the funds allocated was not 
used. India is very sensitive 
about it as they crafted it and 
they need to keep selling it to 
their Tamil Nadu population 
in their South. They keep 
talking about it and they must 
believe it. When you speak of 
police and land powers, I don’t 
think Sri Lanka is too small a 
country to have this type of 
Federal system. For me it is 
very unlikely to happen. For 
me 13th Amendment is only 
one aspect of our relation 
with India. 

Q. SAARC was one of the 
organizations which we 
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established. Do we have 
plans to revive it?

A. SAARC was created with 
lot of ambition and hope for 
regional integration. It has 
not happened. We are one of 
the least integrated regions 
in the world. One of the 
major issues for SAARC not 
being able to move forward 
is because of the mistrust 
between India and Pakistan. 
We have not even held a 
summit of leaders. 

There are other 
facets such as the cultural 
aspects that are progressing 
quicker. Although SAARC 
is stagnant, BIMSTEC is 
progressing faster than 
earlier envisioned. Sri Lanka 
has an advantage because 
we are members of both. 
They are also speaking of 
maritime security, trade and 
connectivity. I think BIMSTEC 
has a lot of potential. While 
we must keep SAARC going, 
we should also focus on 
BIMSTEC. 

Q. Can you tell us of 
our preparation for the 
forthcoming Human rights 
council meeting. 

A. It is in February and for 
which we have our own 
narrative. We have always 
maintained that we did not 
fight the war in a vacuum. 
We fought against a terrorist 
outfit that was considered 
as one of the most ruthless 
terrorist outfits in the world. 

The world is now accusing 
the country for violating 
human rights. A government 
which ended a war and gave 
right to life for its people. 

To me the right 
to life is more important 
than human rights. Ethnic 
cleansing, mass slaughter, 
genocide was committed 
by LTTE. But the rest of the 
world especially the West is 
accusing us which is double 
standards. We have defeated 
the worst enemy in the 

contemporary history. We 
are putting this narrative 
forward. When we try to kick 
the goal, they will change 
the goal post. The council 
will come up with new issues 
and it is akin to us having to 
work from scratch again. We 
will have to have our own 
investigations, the Office 
of Missing persons, etc and 
we will continue our work. 
The president is keen to 
find closure to this issue of 
accountability of missing 
persons. The international 
community says that there 
needs to be a mechanism. We 
are preparing and devising 
our own method. We are 
projecting our case and it is 
up to them to understand it 
and decide if they will take 
the side of the sovereign 
independent government 
who fought for the people or 
a ruthless terrorist outfit. 

The world is now accusing Sri Lanka for 
violating human rights. A government 

has stopped a war and gave a right to life 
for people. The government has ensured 
the right to life. To me right to life is more 

important than human rights. Ethnic 
cleansing, mass slaughter, genocide was 

committed by LTTE. 

by Nilantha Ilangamuwa

Admiral Professor Jayanath Colombage talking to Nilantha Ilangamuwa (Photo by Dumindu Handagama)
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F ew countries in the 
world could claim to 
have been so well 

known throughout its history 
as Sri Lanka. From earliest to 
modern times it has enjoyed 
an international reputation 
and been admired. The 
reasons for its fame have 
changed as often as its 
name in that as Taprobane 
in classical times it was 
associated with Precious 
stones, as Lanka in the Middle 
Ages it was the land of 
Buddhism, as Ceylon in the 
modern age it was coveted 
for its spices and as Sri Lanka 

in contemporary history, 
it has been notable for its 
policy of non-alignment and 
initiatives on its behalf. 

The most attractive 
Island throughout 
history

This reputation is 
to a large extent the result 
of its geographical location 
and its products. It was the 
crossroads of international 
trade in the classical world as 
the half-way house for trade 
between East and West and 

the meeting ground of Greek, 
Persian, Aksumite, Chinese 
and Indian merchants. Later 
it was a forward base for the 
trading operations of Muslim 
merchants in South East Asia 
from where they were able 
to exercise control over the 
commerce of that region up 
to the 16th century when 
the arrival of European rivals 
challenged their position. In 
the trading empires of the 
latter the Island continued 
to be a focus both as a 
source of spices and for its 
commanding position in 
relation to both the Western 

and Eastern regions as it was 
astride the sea lanes to both. 

During the 18th 
century, when the emphasis 
shifted from trade rivalry to 
the power struggle between 
European powers, Sri Lanka 
once more played a crucial 
role bee.se of its strategic 
location and specifically its 
possession of the great naval 
base of Trincomalee of which 
it was said that it could hide 
the entire British Navy, and 
the importance of which 
was perhaps the only point 
on which Napoleon and Pitt 
the Younger could agree. 

Foreign Relations 
of Sri Lanka
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This importance remained 
till recent times because 
during the Pacific war it was 
the only bastion left to the 
British and was the point at 
which the tide of war turned. 
Even in post-war times it was 
deemed to be important 
enough to be the subject of a 
Defence Agreement between 
independent Sri Lanka and 
Britain. In the logistics of 
the nuclear age its overall 
strategic value may have 
diminished but as far as Asia 
is concerned this cannot be 
entirely discounted.

Its strategic location 
has been matched by the 
appeal of its products both 
of which have been an 
irresistible combination 
indeed. Its precious stones 
were known the world over 
and perhaps canned for it the 
reputation as the emerald 

or resplendent isle or pearl 
of the Indian Ocean and its 
persistent gemmological 
imagery. Buddhism, its other 
treasure, was associated 
with the Triple Gem. With 
the Arabs and the European 
traders spices supervened 
as the attraction but this too 
continued the same romantic 
reputation though in this 
case in terms of aromatic 
fragrance and appetite. With 
the 19th century came its 

trilogy of tea, rubber and 
coconut of which tea has 
been an international label 
for it and rubber a strategic 
commodity. A feature of its 
trade which is a strength 
and weakness has been the 
single track character at a 
given time of dominance 
in a particular commodity 
instead of diversity. Today 
with the Free Trade Zone, 
tourism, precious stones, this 
image has been transformed. 

However its timeless appeal 
and poetic charm continues 
to fascinate the visitor and if 
at all has been intensified by 
its tourism.

The foreign relations 
of Sri Lanka were a reflection 
and result of them factors 
which have shaped its 
history. These extend for over 
two thousand years and for 
length and continuity is a 
record which few countries 
could claim. For a country of 
its modest size and resources 
this is certainly unique. The 
outstanding feature of its 
career in this regard was its 
invariably prominent role in 
such affairs and natural zest 
for them. Diplomacy and 
representational capacity 
seemed to be its metier 
as it certainly was of its 
emissaries. Such initiative 
and flair has characterized 

 “Sri Lanka's experience in diplomacy 
has demonstrated the potential role for 
a small country with initiative and flair 
in international affairs but also certain 
inherent difficulties in the exercise of 

its sovereignty.”
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the country from earliest 
times and was presumably 
the secret of its success and 
the impact which it made. 
It has been seen how in 
classical times Sri Lanka was 
widely known although by 
other names and referred 
to in the literature of several 
countries. According to Pliny 
it appears to have sent a 
trade envoy to the Roman 
court but whether this is 
true or not it is not unlikely 
that Sri Lanka merchants 
ventured abroad. From the 
beginning of the Christian 
era the Island was receiving 
foreign traders and lay within 
the circuit of international 
trade in the western 
region of Asia. This was the 
setting which led to the 
establishment of successive 
trading posts in Sri Lanka by 
Aksum and the Sassanids 
and later the Muslims. In the 
other direction it was one 
or the first countries to send 
delegations to China.

Diplomacy in the 
realm of Buddhism

It really made its mark 
in diplomacy in the realm of 
Buddhism where it virtually 
took over the heritage from 
India and emulated Asoka 
as a permanent emissary for 
Buddhism in Asia at that time. 
In modern times its activities 
on behalf of Buddhism have 
become global in scope. Sri 
Lanka had a unique place in 
the history of Buddhism as 
the centre of the Theravada 
doctrine and as such it 
attracted pilgrims and 
scholars from other countries 
who sojourned in it on study 
and religious tours visiting its 
several holy places. It was the 
venue of some of the sacred 
symbols of the faith such 
as the tooth relic, the holy 
mountain, stupas enshrining 
relics.

After the eleventh 
century it was the turn 
of pilgrims and religious 
teachers from Sri Lanka to 
venture forth and preach the 
faith in other lands like Burma 
and Siam with decisive 
effects. It seemed that at 

this stage Buddhism and 
diplomacy went alongside 
and there are instances 
where Buddhist clergy have 
intervened successfully 
for settlement of secular 
disputes and bringing about 
peace between combatants. 
One of them is reportedly 
that the hostilities between 
Sri Lanka and Burma ended 
through the intervention of 
Buddhist monks. Through 
these activities Sri Lanka 
established enduring bonds 
with Asian countries such 
as Burma, Cambodia and 
kingdoms in Siam (Thailand). 
Thus during this period 
Sri Lanka acquired an 
international reputation as a 
result of its dedicated services 
towards the propagation 
of Buddhism in Asia and 
as a premier centre of its 
doctrines and institutions. 

After the 16th century 
the power struggle of the 
West, in Asia, posed serious 
diplomatic and political 
challenges to the Sri Lankan 
kings in common with other 
rulers in that continent and 
taxed their skills. Sri Lanka 
had to contend with four 
such contenders all of whom 

except the French occupied 
parts of the Island until the 
British overran the whole 
of it. For three centuries the 
Sinhala kingdom survived 
their efforts to pin control 
by playing one against the 
other and adroit diplomatic 
manoeuvres. These involved 
elaborate negotiations 
and continuous dealings 
with foreign Powers and 
combating their designs. Sri 
Lanka rulers became in the 
process great practitioners 
of diploma, who could be 
more than a match for their 
opponents. If ultimately 
they failed it was because 
diplomacy alone was not 
enough against superior 
militarism and its ability 
to purchase traitors. Apart 
from its own stubborn 
resistance, the success of 
the Sinhala kingdoms in 
lasting three centuries in 
the face of the threat and 
keeping the intruders at 
bay must be attributed 
to skill in diplomacy and 
diplomatic insight. At the 
same time during the last 
quarter or the 18th century 
and during the transition 
period when Sri Lanka, 
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future was in the balance, 
the Island became a crucial 
issue in European diploma, 
and peace negotiations. This 
was because of its strategic 
value to the combatants. It 
figured in major international 
conferences and was a 
subject of negotiations 
between the British, French 
and Dutch. T. Peace of 
Amiens turned to some 
extent on the decision on Sri 
Lanka.

In the post-war 
world with the resumption 
of independence Sri Lanka 
has continued this tradition 
of diplomatic initiatives 
and flair. It pioneered the 
Colombo Powers in 1954 
which was the road to 
Bandung and non-alignment. 
Its Prime Minister Mr. S. W. R. 
D. Bandaranaike was one of 
the ideologues of neutralism 
which anticipated non-
alignment apart from being 
a cogent advocate of Asian 
solidarity. As Finance Minister 
Mr. J. R. Jayewardene was 
a founder of the Colombo 
Plan which has lasted until 
now with a sustained record 
of worthwhile contributions 
and be played an important 
role in the Peace Conference 
of San Francisco of 1951 and 
earned the appreciation of 
Japan. Its Prime Minister Mrs. 
Bandaranaike following the 
leadership of her husband 
was associated with non-
alignment from its inception 
as a pioneer member and 
played an important role in 
it with Sri Lanka becoming 
the venue of its Summit 
conference in 1976. 

Sri Lankans in 
Global Arena

Sri Lanka has 
made original and creative 
contributions in international 

affairs, one of them being the 
proposal for a Peace Zone in 
the Indian Ocean. Sri Lanka 
diplomats have excelled in 
the international field. One 
of the most illustrious was 
Mr. H. S. Amerasinghe who 
had the distinction of being 
the President of the UN 
General Assembly in 1976 
and the Chairman until his 
death of the Law of the Sea. 
Other instances include 
Sir Claude Corea who was 
Chairman of GATT in 1956. 
Mr. Gamani Corea Secretary-
General of UNCTAD, Dr. 
Herat Gooneratne Director-
General of the WHO in 

Asia for fifteen Years, Sir 
SeneratGunewardene, Sri 
Lanka's first Permanent 
Representative to the 
UN and Chairman of The 
Human Rights Committee 
on Hungary. Mr. Raju 
Coomaraswamy outstanding 
negotiator and for many 
years an Assistant Secretary-
General in the UN Secretariat, 
Mr. N. T. D. Kanekeratne, one 
time Ambassador to the USA 
considered at that time to be 
one of the most outstanding 
in that capital, Mr. G. S. 
Peiris, Sri Lanka’s first career 
Ambassador. They highlight 
the natural ability which its 
people have for diplomacy 
and the need to properly 
harness this talent.

Sri Lanka's 
experience in diplomacy 
has demonstrated the 

potential role for a small 
country with initiative and 
flair in international affairs 
but also certain inherent 
difficulties in the exercise of 
its sovereignty. Its espousal 
of non-alignment has won 
goodwill but the pursuit of 
such policies could incur 
the displeasure of powers 
even if they are dictated by 
considerations of national 
self-interest. In their choice of 
economic policies which is 
related to the global contest 
their freedom is limited. Still 
to the developing states of 
the third world there is no 
alternative to non-alignment 

which is veritably their 
only hope consistent with 
dignity and perhaps of the 
world. Its impact, whatever 
its limitations and despite 
efforts to distort it is the one 
stabilizing factor in the world 
today and the reassurance for 
the small states. 

Today it has become 
a formidable political and 
economic force and not 
merely the moral pressure 
it was at the outset. Indeed 
it is now more of a bloc like 
the others and therefore 
able to meaningfully hold 
them apart and at bay. The 
unavoidable rigs within its 
own ranks may not matter 
so long as overall solidarity 
is not affected. Each state 
should be free to make its 
arrangements in terms of 
its self-interests provided 

it is without prejudice to 
overriding fraternal interests. 
The one weakness today 
seems logistical namely 
that of institutional gaps 
in non-alignment which 
prejudice its capacity to 
mobilize its efforts. This is 
the absence of a Secretariat 
and its tenuous coordinating 
arrangements which are not 
geared for quick reflexes. The 
conclusion is increasingly 
inescapable that it should 
have a permanent Secretariat 
and machinery like other 
communities such as the 
OAU whose strength and 
effectiveness is largely due 
to this. A problem would 
be a venue because this 
could trigger off a conflict 
of territorial claims. In such 
an event the claims of a 
country like Sri Lanka with 
its unimpeachable record 
of non-alignment and 
conducive atmosphere and 
ideal logistics should merit 
consideration. Alternatively 
some of the accepted 
international capitals of the 
world today like Geneva or 
Vienna should serve as well.

Sri Lanka has made original and creative 
contributions in international affairs, one 
of them being the proposal for a Peace 

Zone in the Indian Ocean.  
Sri Lanka diplomats have excelled in the 

international field.

by V.L.B. Mendis 

Deshamanya Dr Vernon 
Loraine Benjamin Mendis was 
one of the best Sri Lankan 
experts on diplomacy and 
foreign relations of Sri Lanka. 
He served as the Secretary 
General to the Non Aligned 
Summit of 1976, Sri Lankan 
High Commissioner to United 
Kingdom and Canada, 
Sri Lankan Ambassador 
to France, and Director 
General of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Sri Lanka. The 
above excerpts taken from 
the book, “Foreign Relations 
of Sri Lank:  from Earliest 
Times To 1965”. He passed 
away on 23 June 2010.  
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I extend my deepest condolences to all those who have 
lost loved ones due to the pandemic and express deep 
appreciation to the frontline healthcare and essential 

workers, both in Sri Lanka and globally, for their dedication 
and selfless commitment. The theme of this year’s General 
Debate is timely, and echoes the importance of solidarity 
across national borders in alleviating the effects of COVID-19.

We commend the efforts taken by the UN to respond 
to this challenge, including the “COVID 19 Global Humanitarian 
Response Plan” and the establishment of the United Nations 
COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund.  Sri Lanka supports 
the extensive work being carried out by the WHO, which has 
played a critical role in shaping the global response to the 
pandemic. The WHO now must seek to facilitate universal 
access to a COVID-19 vaccine, once developed, which should 
be designated as a basic public good and be affordable and 
obtainable by all.

As a country proud of her long-standing democratic 
traditions, the Government of Sri Lanka has witnessed two free 
and fair elections, where I as the President and my Government 
were elected with overwhelming majorities. The resounding 
mandates received at both the Presidential and Parliamentary 
elections have enabled the formation of a strong Government, 
dedicated to building a prosperous nation. At a time when 
even the most powerful countries in the world were facing 
substantial challenges in the wake of COVID – 19 pandemic, Sri 
Lanka was able to successfully face the challenge.

Thanks to a well-coordinated and synchronized 
mechanism of preventive measures at the national level, 
assisted by a robust local healthcare system, we managed to 
contain its spread. I must thank the people of my country for 
the cooperation they extended in this monumental task. Sri 
Lanka’s sustenance during this calamity was due to the series 
of inclusive, non-discriminatory and holistic measures taken 

Sri Lanka’s 
Neutral Foreign Policy
Following article adapted from the address by the President Gotabaya Rajapaksa in the general 
debate of the 75th Session of the United Nationals General Assembly in September 2020
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by the Government, prioritizing the health and safety of her 
people. These measures include, financially supporting low 
income families, pensioners, differently-abled, day-income 
earners, farmers, and disadvantaged groups and managing 
the repatriation of Sri Lankans in a coordinated manner.

Sri Lanka also explored avenues of business to 
create new economic trends. This included the use of digital 
technology to connect the farmer, supplier and consumer; 
to deliver essential items and services; and to provide online 
education. These measures ensured the ‘right to life’ of all Sri 
Lankans and all foreign nationals who were trapped during 
restrictions on air travel, regardless of their ethnic, religious or 
social background.

The WHO has commended Sri Lanka’s efforts to 
control COVID-19 more effectively even with modest means, 
than more resourced countries. Sri Lanka was among the 
first countries in South Asia to open schools to bring children 
back in safety, as commended by UNICEF. The World Travel 
and Tourism Council has recently stamped Sri Lanka as a safe 
destination for tourists. Sri Lanka notes with deep concern that 
developing countries are facing an unprecedented economic 
and debt crisis due to the pandemic, and the need for debt 
relief and financial stimulus for such countries must be duly 
recognized.

Commitment to 2030 Agenda

Moreover, we, as a country, are extremely serious about 
protecting our environment. With a bio-diversity that is unique 
to us, we are ensuring that our environmental assets are not 
only duly preserved but also prudently used. My government 
is taking all measures to strike the right balance between 
preserving the environment and taking development forward. 
The recent debacle involving an oil tanker in our seas was 
carefully managed ensuring that our marine resources are in 
no way compromised.

As a small country with limited resources to handle 
disasters of this magnitude, we, with the help of the 
neighbouring countries, minimized the damage caused by 
the oil tanker to the marine habitat. Sri Lanka welcomes the 
initiative of the President of the 74th General Assembly for 
launching the Alliance for Poverty Eradication, which will 
mobilize action on this issue. 

Based on the vision of my policy statement “Vistas of 
Prosperity and Splendour”, a Presidential Task Force in charge 
of Economic Revival and Poverty Eradication was established 
to create a production economy. The Task Force is focusing 
on creating a unique economic structure based on novel 
initiatives.

This complements my country’s long and consistent 
history of protecting our society from extreme poverty. 
Our government is taking a bold and creative initiative to 
reduce poverty in the country by targeting poor families and 
providing a member of each such family wage employment 
that will help the family to come out of poverty and look to 
the future with hope.

We are convinced that education is an important tool 
for emerging out of poverty. In Sri Lanka, the National Education 
System is being restructured according to the theme, “Equal 
learning opportunity for every child” envisaged in the national 
policy framework. Many rural schools are being upgraded and 
others modernized to equip children with knowledge and 
skills that would help them to contribute to the development 
of the country.  A cost-free official “e-learning portal” for school 
children, with the support of all telecommunication operators, 
has successfully contributed towards home learning during 
the pandemic. State Ministries have been established recently, 

covering all areas of education for women, children and youth 
of the country, placing emphasis on vocational and technical 
education and training.

Sri Lanka remains deeply committed to addressing 
drug-related socioeconomic issues. There is a need to enhance 
efforts to strengthen the prevention of drug abuse among 
children and youth, and ensure that educational settings are 
free of any harmful and addictive drugs. Sri Lanka is extremely 
concerned about the increasing sophistication of the 
transnational criminal groups engaged in illicit manufacture 
and trafficking of drugs. 

Fighting terrorism

In order to address this, a Presidential Task Force was 
appointed to eradicate the drug menace, and to create a safer 
and a more secure country. Since its establishment, it has 
produced commendable results.

Sri Lanka, having experienced separatism and 
terrorism for near three decades, condemns all terrorist acts in 
the strongest possible terms, be it domestic or international. 
In spite of its elimination from the Sri Lankan soil, the 
international network of this terrorist outfit remains, pushing 
its ruthless ideology and influencing certain Capitals to spread 
its baseless lies and propaganda.

We are hopeful that no State will tolerate activities 
of this international network which continues to espouse 
and propagate violent ideology under different guises 
and manifestations. The global community must stand in 
solidarity with Sri Lanka, notwithstanding narrow domestic 
political compulsions, to counter terrorism. This ideology that 
introduced suicide bombings to the world has set precedents 
for acts of violent extremism across the world. This is evident 
by the growing recruitment drive of the extremist outfits. It 

 “I wish to re-iterate the importance of 
the UN charter which enshrines the 
protection of sovereignty, territorial 

integrity of States and non-interference 
in their domestic affairs.”
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is the hope of my people that the world community will 
not seek to forget or rewrite the violent past of this terrorist 
organization and allow the propagation of the group’s 
propaganda, which aimed at indoctrination and radicalization 
of another generation of youth. As a nation that has witnessed 
the bitterness of war, Sri Lanka is committed to promoting 
peace across the world. We remain fully committed to UN 
Peacekeeping.

End ‘political witch hunts’

We are proud to have a long association with United 
Nations Peacekeeping Operations, with over 20,000 Sri Lankan 
Peacekeepers having served in UN Peace Missions across the 
world. They are providing critical services to conflict affected 
communities in most difficult and dangerous terrains. As 
a Nation, we are keen to contribute to the common goal of 
global peace and security. At a time when the United Nations 

reaches its 75th year, it is a great opportunity to self-assess 
the approach and success towards maintaining international 
peace, security and development.

The UN system needs to ensure equity, inclusivity 
and transparency, while being more responsive to the 
ever-changing global environment.  In order to ensure 
the sustainability and the credibility of the Organization, 
political witch hunts through questionable motives against 
Member States, need to be halted. Democratically elected 
governments of nations understand the pulse and needs 
of their people the best. It is the responsibility of the UN to 
assist and support processes of such elected Governments to 
bring about sustainable solutions for needs of their people. Sri 
Lanka is committed to follow a neutral foreign policy with no 
affiliations to any particular country or power bloc.

As a strategically placed country in the Indian Ocean, it 
is our priority to ensure that the Indian Ocean is maintained as 
a zone of peace where no country could gain advantage over 
any other. Moreover, Indian Ocean has many international 
sea lanes that are economically important to a large number 
of nations and therefore, should remain accessible to global 
trade and commerce. Geo-politically too Indian Ocean 
receives the focus of the entire world. Given this situation, 
powerful countries and nations should provide their support 
and assistance to maintain the neutrality of the Indian Ocean 
and to protect its valuable marine resources. In conclusion, 
I wish to re-iterate the importance of the UN charter which 
enshrines the protection of sovereignty, territorial integrity of 
States and non-interference in their domestic affairs.

 “The WHO now must seek to facilitate 
universal access to a COVID-19 vaccine, 

once developed, which should be 
designated as a basic public good and be 

affordable and obtainable by all.”
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The following This Excerpt 
has been taken from Dr. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar: 
Writings and Speeches, 
Vol. 8 (Bombay: Education 
Department, Government 
of Maharashtra, 1990). The 
work was first published 
by Thacker and Co., 
Bombay, December 1940. 
Babasaheb Ambedkar also 
known as B R Ambedkar, 
was an Indian jurist, 
economist, politician 
and social reformer, 
who inspired the Dalit 
Buddhist movement and 
campaigned against social 
discrimination towards the 
untouchables. He was the 
member of the Drafting 
Commission of Indian 
constitution. 

W hether India 
is a nation or 
not, has been 

the subject-matter of 
controversy between the 
Anglo-Indians and the Hindu 
politicians ever since the 
Indian National Congress 
was founded. The Anglo-
Indians were never tired of 
proclaiming that India was 
not a nation, that ‘Indians’ 
was only another name for 
the people of India. In the 
words of one Anglo-Indian 
“to know India was to forget 
that there is such a thing as 
India.” The Hindu politicians 
and patriots have been, 
on the other hand, equally 
persistent in their assertion 
that India is a nation. That 

the Anglo-Indians were right 
in their repudiation cannot 
be gainsaid. Even Dr. Tagore, 
the national poet of Bengal, 
agrees with them. But, the 
Hindus have never yielded 
on the point even to Dr. 
Tagore.

This was because 
of two reasons. Firstly, the 
Hindu felt ashamed to 
admit that India was not 
a nation. In a world where 
nationality and nationalism 
were deemed to be special 
virtues in a people, it was 
quite natural for the Hindus 
to feel, to use the language 
of Mr. H. G. Wells, that it 
would be as improper 
for India to be without a 
nationality as it would be 
for a man to be without 
his clothes in a crowded 
assembly. Secondly, he had 
realized that nationality had 
a most intimate connection 
with the claim for self-
government. He knew that 
by the end of the 19th 
century, it had become an 
accepted principle that the 
people, who constituted a 
nation, were entitled on that 
account to self-government 
and that any patriot, who 
asked for self-government 
for his people, had to prove 
that they were a nation. 
The Hindu for these reasons 
never stopped to examine 
whether India was or was 
not a nation in fact. He never 
cared to reason whether 
nationality was merely a 
question of calling a people 
a nation or was a question 
of the people being a 

nation. He knew one thing, 
namely, that if he was to 
succeed in his demand for 
self-government for India, 
he must maintain, even if he 
could not prove it, that India 
was a nation.

In this assertion, he 
was never contradicted by 
any Indian. The thesis was so 
agreeable that even serious 
Indian students of history 
came forward to write 
propagandist literature in 
support of it, no doubt out of 
patriotic motives. The Hindu 
social reformers, who knew 
that this was a dangerous 
delusion, could not openly 
contradict this thesis. For, 
anyone who questioned it 
was at once called a tool of 
the British bureaucracy and 
enemy of the country. The 
Hindu politician was able 
to propagate his view for 
a long time. His opponent, 
the Anglo-lndian, had 
ceased to reply to him. His 
propaganda had almost 
succeeded. When it was 
about to succeed comes this 

declaration of the Muslim 
League— this rift in the 
lute. Just because it does 
not come from the Anglo-
Indian, it is a deadlier blow. It 
destroys the work which the 
Hindu politician has done 
for years.  If the Muslims in 
India are a separate nation, 
then, of course, India is not 
a nation. This assertion cuts 
the whole ground from 
under the feet of the Hindu 
politicians. It is natural that 
they should feel annoyed 
at it and call it a stab in the 
back.

But, stab or no 
stab, the point is, can 
the Musalmans be said 
to constitute a nation? 
Everything else is beside 
the point. This raises the 
question : What is a nation? 
Tomes have been written 
on the subject. Those who 
are curious may go through 
them and study the different 
basic conceptions as well 
as the different aspects of 
it. It is, however, enough to 
know the core of the subject 

Nationality and 
National Feeling
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and that can be set down in 
a few words. Nationality is a 
social feeling. It is a feeling 
of a corporate sentiment of 
oneness which makes those 
who are charged with it feel 

that they are kith and kin. This 
national feeling is a double 
edged feeling. It is at once 
a feeling of fellowship for 
one’s own kith and kin and 
an anti-fellowship feeling for 

those who are not one’s own 
kith and kin. It is a feeling 
of “consciousness of kind” 
which on the one hand binds 
together those who have it, 
so strongly that it over-rides 

all differences arising out of 
economic conflicts or social 
gradations and, on the other, 
severs them from those who 
are not of their kind. It is a 
longing not to belong to 
any other group. This is the 
essence of what is called 
a nationality and national 
feeling.

Lest pleading should 
be mistaken for refutation, it 
is necessary to draw attention 
to two things. First, there 
is a difference between 
nationality and nationalism. 
They are two different 
psychological states of the 
human mind. Nationality 
means “consciousness of  
kind, awareness of the 
existence of that tie of 
kinship.” Nationalism means 
“the desire for a separate 
national existence for those 
who are bound by this tie 
of kinship.” Secondly, it is 
true that there cannot be 
nationalism without the 
feeling of nationality being in 
existence. But, it is important 
to bear in mind that the 
converse is not always true. 
The feeling of nationality 
may be present and yet 
the feeling of nationalism 
may be quite absent. That 
is to say, nationality does 
not in all cases produce 
nationalism. For nationality 
to flame into nationalism two 
conditions must exist. First, 
there must arise the “will to 
live as a nation.” Nationalism 
is the dynamic expression of 
that desire. Secondly, there 
must be a territory which 
nationalism could occupy and 
make it a state, as well as a 
cultural home of the nation. 
Without such a territory, 
nationalism, to use Lord 
Acton’s phrase, would be a 
“soul as it were wandering in 
search of a body in which to 
begin life over again and dies 
out finding none.” 

“There is a difference between nationality and nationalism. They are 
two different psychological states of the human mind. There cannot 
be nationalism without the feeling of nationality being in existence. 

Nationality does not in all cases produce nationalism.” 
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L et’s be honest about this. I know 
that I’m going to talk about 
the most putrid wound in our 

community but many, unfortunately, 
are reluctant to talk about this. These 
Tamil politicians who claim to represent 
the Tamil people must now abandon 
their hypocrisy. They have deceived the 
Tamil people on the pretext of pseudo-
patriotism and have endangered the lives 
of ordinary Tamils   living in this country 
for the sake of a very small but wealthy 
Tamil community abroad. Many of the 
members of this community have never 
been to Sri Lanka. But they want to see 
the suffering of the Tamil people in the 
North and East of this country. Only then 
can the sorrows of these people be used 
for their well-being. That is what has been 
happening for years.

A group of these hypocrites have 
recently filed a petition against Sri Lanka 
and the will of ordinary Tamil people 
before the forthcoming UN Human 
Rights Council. It has also received 
considerable media coverage. The 
petition suggests that the Council should 
be urged Sri Lanka to promulgate a 
mechanism similar to the one introduced 
by the United Nations in Syria. This is a 
shameless attempt to sabotage the social 
order in the country, particularly in the 
North and East provinces.

Where were these hypocrites 
when the LTTE forcibly kidnapped 
children from poor families and turned 
them into child soldiers and human 
bombs? Where were these hypocrites 
when the terrorists ordered the people 
living in the North and East to leave their 
inhabited places within 24 hours? Did 

these opportunists urge help from the 
UN Human Rights Council when those 
crimes take place? Absolutely not! It is 
not difficult for anyone to understand the 
true intention of these manipulators who 
play with the emotions of ‘their people’. 

More than ten years after the end 
of the social unrest which was started 
to satisfy various personal needs, these 
individuals are still clinging to their old 

wounds and have not contributed to the 
development of these areas. But they are 
thirsty to take advantage of a conflict at 
any moment.

If they care so much about the 
Tamil people, will they hear the tragedies 
of Tamil women who commit suicide 
due to inability to pay the instalments 
for micro-finance companies? If the 
separatists who have used the conflict 
in this country to embody their personal 
lives care about these people, have they 
implemented any development program 
in the last ten years? Did any of them take 
action to eradicate the caste system, in 
order to save the people who have been 
suffering for generations? 

Bottom line is that those who 
claim to be the representatives of the 
people and the representatives of God 
have no desire to uplift the lives of 
ordinary people. They only know how to 
establish their existence by propagating 
false arguments and false ideologies 
throughout society. So we need to break 
down the stage where these hypocrites 
are deceiving the world and find positive 
solutions to the social problems faced by 
the innocent people living in these areas. 
The important thing is to make sure that 
the bitter past that turned our children 
into suicide bombers and child soldiers 
must never happen again. 

Hypocrites sell 
the plight of people

Where were these 
hypocrites when the 

LTTE forcibly kidnapped 
children from poor 
families and turned 

them into child soldiers 
and human bombs?
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Deng Xiaoping, was the leader of the 
People's Republic of China from 1978 
until his resignation in November 
1989. Since his youth, according to 
reports, Deng Xiaoping has rendered 
outstanding service to the Chinese 
people, throughout the revolution, 
during the development of the 
People's Republic and especially 
in recent years when, after the 
disastrous "cultural revolution", he 
succeeded in setting the country on 
the road to socialist modernization. 
He has proved to be far-sighted 
and persevering, a man of quick 
understanding and decisive action. 
In his long career as a true reformist 
Deng Xiaoping has enjoyed many 
victories. Following excerpts from a 
speech he delivered on 7 March 1985, 
some twenty five years ago. 

T he domestic situation is 
excellent. Still, I’d like to call your 
attention to one point: while 

building a socialist society with Chinese 
characteristics, we must continue to 
promote not only material progress but 
also cultural and ideological progress. 
We must uphold the principle of the 
“five things to emphasize”, “four things to 
beautify” and “three things to love” and 
encourage all our people to have lofty 
ideals and moral integrity, to become 
better educated and to cultivate a strong 

sense of discipline. Of these, lofty ideals 
and a strong sense of discipline are the 
most important. We must constantly 
urge our people, young people in 
particular, to have high ideals. How was 
it that we were able to survive untold 
hardships, overcome the most difficult 
and dangerous conditions and bring 
the revolution to victory? It was precisely 
because we had ideals and a belief in 
Marxism and communism.

Now we are building socialism, 
and our ultimate goal is to realize 
communism. I hope people doing 
propaganda work will never lose sight 
of that. Our modernization programme 
is a socialist programme, not anything 
else. All our policies for carrying out 
reform, opening to the outside world 
and invigorating the domestic economy 
are designed to develop the socialist 
economy. We allow the development 
of individual economy, of joint ventures 
with both Chinese and foreign 
investment and of enterprises wholly 
owned by foreign businessmen, but 
socialist public ownership will always 
remain predominant.

The aim of socialism is to 
make all our people prosperous, not to 
create polarization. If our policies led to 
polarization, it would mean that we had 
failed; if a new bourgeoisie emerged, it 
would mean that we had strayed from 
the right path. In encouraging some 
regions to become prosperous first, we 

intend that they should inspire others to 
follow their example and that all of them 
should help economically backward 
regions to develop. The same holds 
good for some individuals. A limit should 
be placed on the wealth of people who 
become prosperous first, through the 
income tax, for example. In addition, we 
should encourage them to contribute 
money to run schools and build roads, 
although we definitely should not set 
quotas for them. We should encourage 
these people to make donations, but it’s 
better not to give such donations too 
much publicity.

In short, predominance of public 
ownership and common prosperity are 
the two fundamental socialist principles 
that we must adhere to. We shall firmly 
put them into practice. And ultimately 
we shall move on to communism. Some 
people are worried that China might 
go capitalist. We cannot say that their 
concern is entirely groundless. But we 
shall use facts, not empty words, to dispel 
their anxieties and to answer the people 
who, on the contrary, are hoping we will 
go capitalist. The press, television and all 
other mass media must pay attention 
to this task. We ourselves are imbued 
with communist ideals and convictions: 
we must make a point of fostering 
those ideals and convictions in the next 
generation or the next two generations. 
We must see to it that our young people 
do not fall captive to decadent capitalist 

Unity Depends 
on Ideals and Discipline
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ideas. We must make absolutely sure of 
that.

Ideals cannot be realized without 
discipline. Discipline and freedom 
form a unity of opposites; both are 
indispensable. How can a vast country 
like China be united and organized? 
Through ideals and discipline. Strength 
comes from organization. Without ideals 
and discipline our country would be 
only a heap of loose sand, as it was in the 
old days. How, then, could we make a 
success of revolution and construction?

At present there are certain 
phenomena that demand our attention. 
For example, there is a lack of ideals 
and discipline, as is manifested in 
the tendency to put money above 
everything else. It goes without saying 
that this sort of thing should be subjected 
to appropriate criticism, but first of all 
we have to recognize that the problem 
really exists. Some Party and government 
departments have established 

companies, doing business with funds 
allocated by the state, abusing power for 
personal gain and appropriating public 
property for private use. And there are 
other kinds of dishonest practices that 

the masses are indignant about. We 
should remind people, especially Party 
members, that it is wrong to do these 
things. Aren’t we in the midst of a Party 
rectification movement? We should give 
first priority to eliminating these bad 
practices.

During the current economic 
reform some tricky practices have 
appeared. There are people who say, 
“You have your policies, and I have my 
ways of getting around them.” Indeed, 
they have plenty of ways of violating 
the law and discipline. Party members 
must strictly observe Party discipline. 
And everyone, whether a member of 
the Party or not, must abide by the laws 
of the state. Abiding by the laws of the 
state is included in Party discipline. The 
highest criterion of discipline is whether 
one truly protects and carries out the 
policies of the Party and the state. Ideals 
and discipline, then, are the two things 
we must never forget. 

“Ideals cannot be 
realized without 

discipline. Discipline 
and freedom 

form a unity of 
opposites; both are 
indispensable. How 
can a vast country 

like China be united 
and organized? 

Through ideals and 
discipline.” 
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Lanka Courier needs your support to continue publishing 
stories to protect and promote humanity. Be a part of the 
movement. Unsolicited articles, columns, essays, poetry, 

book reviews, film reviews, and photography are welcome. 
Write to us at lankacourier@gmail.com  
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not necessarily reflect the opinion of the owner. The owner and their agents or representatives, may not be 
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Sri Lanka Reopens to 
International 

Tourists
Welcome back to Sri Lanka

It's fun and safe as always!


